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Socialism's Degradation
The delegates to the Socialist Na¬

tional Convention have spent. the
week spreading the cult of hate. The
ppectacle is disillusioning to Soeial¬
ists of the older and better sort and
shocking to that large number of
persons who have been attracted by
its former ethical ideals,
A perfeetcd human brotherhood is

mankind's dream. The vision of the
kingdom has enthralled the poets,
the philosophers and the great re-

ligious leaders. There have been
glimpsings of the way it was tocome

namely, by a growth of the coop-
< rative spirit, by the elimination of
rivalry and by a universal recog-
nition of the blessings of mutual
helpfulness. Socialism long pre-
tended it sought these ends. Its ad-
herents saluted other men as com-

rades.
But for more than a decade organ-

ized socialism has undergone a rapid
downward change. The radicals,
who now largely control its activi-j
ties, no longer peak much of brother¬
hood. They preach not harmony,
but discord. They are anti-demo-
ratic, for, excepl where prudence
alls for dis iilence, they ad-
vocate autocvacy. They aro anti-
mora! and anti-religious, for they,
deny the existence of morality and
denounce religion as the spawn of
priestcraft. They have turned away
from Francis of Assisi and turned
toward Lenine. They are anti-so-
<ia!, for, by urging men to distrust
one another, they war against the
onfidence without which cooperation
annot exisl.

'!'] e new socialism, it will be ob-
served, has adopted every essential
dogma of Prussianism. It was

made in Germany, and German it is.
Not by accident is it pro-German in
all it-; immediate proposals. "Yel-
low calls to yellow," as Colonel
Roosevelt remarked. The radical
Socialist is a Hohenzollern in his
thought. Ho would have might
rule; he would have a ruling class
decidc what is best for the many;
he would enthrone the grossest of
materialisms and cntomb spiritual
Velief- and aspirations.

Critics of socialism have com-

monly dweli on its impracticability;
have asserted men are not yet suf-
ficiently developed to permit the
abandonment of the competitive
selfishness which stimulates the in-
creased production which is neces¬

sary if- society is to advance. The
objection is still valid, but against
the new socialism a graver indict¬
ment must be brought. If the old
threatened the stomachs of men, the
new threatens their souls. The syn-
dicalist, or revolutionary socialist, is
apostate to the faith of his sect. He
has released from their caves the
monstera of the old myths and would
undo the work of the fabled saints.

At the same time, as the experi¬
ence of Russia amply attests, the
revolutionary socialist would reduce
the masses to abject bodily misery.
An Oriental despot once laid down
the rule that if an autocrat would
rule in quiet he must keep his sub-
jects on the verge of starvation..
that thus they would be so busy try¬
ing to survive as to cause notrouble.
The radical Socialist does not yet
openly advocate this doctrine, but
the practices of the Russian josses
suggest they have it in mind.
The Socialist organization under

the present leadership rapidly drifts
toward complete intellectual and
moral bankruptcy. It is bitter,
hard and loveless. Its idea is to place
power within the fist of arrogant
ignorance. Not all Soeialists are of
the revolutionary kind, but the bet¬
ter element has been largely driven
out of the organization, and those
who remain are cowed and nerve-
iess. Xo wonder every man of gen-
erosity and liberality resists being
tied to such a bodr of death!

Unforgettable
German propaganda in these days

rests largely upon the assumption
lhat mankind will forget. It is only
by ignoring' what France has en-

dured that the effort to make easier
ternis for (iermany can possibly
aucceed. Only so can "militarism"
bf imputed tp the French people. So
the Americflw tourists soon to vislt

France may scrve, when they return,
as useful ambassadors of the truth.
A correi<pondent who has been

over the road from Paris to Chateau
Thierry, Soissons,Compidgne, Noyon,
Cambral and Arras, declares that
nothing he has read "hus given a

picturo of the appalling reality."
What he himself writes may no

doubt equally fnil of the full effect.
But travellers who follow in his foot-
steps can hardly fail to be, like him,
appalled and hcartbroken at the
visible evidence of destruction for
the sake of destruction.

"If ever I join the Church of
Rome," wrote Robert Louis Steven-
son, "I shall stipulate to he Bishop
of Noyon, on the Oisc." Noyon, with
its beautiful Hotel do Ville and its
noble cathedral, is gone. Noyon wa8
not obliterated by tho fortune of,
war. It is a victim of vandalism.

Excuse3 of one sort or another can

always be made for shelling a town,
though in many cascs the Germans
had none. But the deliberate devas-
tation of a whole country, to turn it
into a desert, speaks its own mean-¦:
ing. The story of the wholesale cut-,
ting down of orchards has been told
more than once, but pnly eyewit-:
nesses of the havoc realize how thor-
oughly the Germans planned for:
"waging war with France long after
peace had been officially declared."
Yet from the very moment the ar-

mistice was signed the whole pro-
German and pacifist pack has been
in full cry.
There ls something more than un-

human lack of sympathy with!
France in the pleas for a "sweet,
oblivious antidote" to the memory of
German brutality. There ia repudi-
ation of the work our own men

crossed the seas to do.

Urgirtg On the Other Fellow
The latest addition Secretary

Daniels makes to the "smoke screen"
behind which he hopes to conceal the
navy's pitiful lack of preparation for
the war is to spread on the record.
a confidential message which the
President sent to Admiral Sims on

July 4, 1917.
This message was a severe ar-

raignment of the British Admiralty
for its unwillingness to risk its prin-
cipal naval force in an offensive
operation against the German naval
bases. He said that the British
"were helpless to the point of panic''
and oracularly declared that' the
time was not one "for prudence, but
for boldness, even at the cost of
great losses."
And at the time Admiral Sims!

was thus practically ordered to find
a way to force the British to take'
chances what was the policy of our
own Navy Department, a policy
which must have been approved by,
even if it did not originate with,;
the President?

This policy in the main elements
may be collected from the facts of
which there is now knowledge. First,
the Navy Department either could
not or would not send destroyers to
European waters in considerable
number; second, the flat announce-

ment that the American fleet would
not be risked, that it would be kept
together and on this side of the
water in alj its material elements;
third, the deelaration that the
American fleet was to be kept in-
tact and out of danger because it
was more important to provide
against post-war eventualities than
it was to win the war speedily.
That the President had two

policies operating at the same time
is not surprising. The public is
inured to revelations of his ex-

traordinary inconsistency. Unable to
get an adequate.explanation of his
capacity to have the lobes of his
brain contemporaneously cerebrate
to contrary conclusions, the public
gives up hope of a solution of the
mystery. But why, in the name of
the nine Gorgons of the sea, was

Josephus led to publish a document,
kuig kept secret, which practically
destrovs his case?

The Blacklist
The President's Oregon letter has

been accepted in that state as h chal-
lenge to Senator Chamberlain's can-

didacy for reelection. Chairman
llamaker, to whom the letter was ad-
dressed, is managing the campaign
of Mr. Starkweather, Mr. Chamber-

{lain's opponent in the Democratic
primaries. The chief Federal ofhee-
holders in Oregon are supporting
Starkweather. Mr. Chamberlain
voted on March 19 last for the rati-
fication of the treaty with the Lodge
i-eservations. H, \» Jb. President
holds, these reserv*tions "nullify"
the pact and are a stain upon Amer¬
ican honor, then ilr. Chamberlain is
a co-conspirator to destroy our
"world leadership" and to prevent
the application of "moral and Chris¬
tian principles" to the world's prob-
lems.

Mr. Chamberlain is the strongest
Democratic leader in Oregon. He
was twice elected Governor and twice
United States Senator. He has served
in the Senate with distinction. Many
Oregon Republicans are in the habit
03? voting for him because of his
broarl views and high character. But
he has* committcd the unforgivable
sin of "supporting treaty reservations
which the President 4u2ilt«)5, He is
to be defeated for renMshra-tion, if
the Administration car. fcring about
that result, even though a Demo¬
cratic seatin the Senate may be lost
in the process.
But jfi^fr. ChaiTiberlaln is to be]

blacklisted all tho other Demoeratic
Senators who voted as he did on

March 10 must be blacklisted. There
ai'O twenty of these.a formldable
list. It includes Ashurst, of Arizona;
Beckham, of Kentucky; Fletcher and»
Trannnell, of Florida; Gore and
Owen, of Oklahoma; Henderson and
Pittman, of Nevada; Kendrick, of
Wyoming; King, of Utah; Myers
and Walsh, of Montana; Nugent, of
Itlalio; Phelan, of California; Pome-
rene, of Ohio; Ransdell, of Louisi¬
ana; Smith, of Georgia; Smith, of
Maryland; Walsh, of Massachusetts,
and Wolcott, of Delaware. Gerry, of
Rhode Island, and Jones, of New
Mexico, were paired in favor of rati¬
fication with reservations. Reed, of
Missouri; Shields, of Tennessee, and
Thomas, of Colorado, voted against
ratification, but had also voted
earlier for reservations. Twenty-six
of the forty-seven Demoeratic Sena¬
tors, therefore, fall under the Wil¬
son ban.
The terms of ten of these expii'c

next March: Beckham, Chamberiain,
Fletcher, Gore, Henderson, Nugent,
Phelan, Hoke Smith, John Walter
Smith and Thomas, Mr. Wilson will
therefore1 have to carry his war of
proscription into Kentucky, Florida,
Oklahoma, Nevada, Idaho, Califor¬
nia, Georgia, Maryland and Colo¬
rado, as well as into Oregon. It. is a

boycott of huge proportions. But
the President secms pcrfectly willing
fo defeat any Senator or to lose any
state in his effort to punish Demo¬
crats who failed in loyal approcia-
tion of his treaty policics and his
personally condueted world leader-
ship.

Broadway's Tears
AU-night life is still pegging along

at sundry Broadway oases, thanksto
the advertising of Dr. Straton and
the will of visitors to New York to
squander. But the spiritof the dream
is just about as altered as possible.
While the theaters and movie houses
never did such business and hotels
and restaurants cannot secm to
charge enough to discoui'age pocket-
books, the landmarks that made the
Roaring Forties audible the night
through and the country over are

dropping away one by one. The
prospective end of such famous
spots as the Knickerbocker and the
Beaux Arts may be due to other and
exceptional causes. But the mourn-

ing revellers.the little bright-eyes
of the Hitehcock song who made
3 a. m. famous.will shake their
heads ominously and murmur tliat
unluckiest number among the ordt-
nals, Eighteenth.
What is the loss and what the

gain? Tbere is a certain pathos, of
coui-se, in the thought of Broadway
actually tucking itself in around
midnight and at last getting some

beauty sleep. Pathos there always
is in the demise oi' historic sites, re-

plete with flavor and ihe odor of
memorable occasions. So much for
the past. For the present, is an
ocean of joy ebbed away into the hot
sands of the desert? Is the future
bereft of all hope of gayety and fun
and comradeship and happy days?
Not exactly; and we think it becom-
ing to concede to prohibition certain
distinct gains along this precise path
of fun.
The stimulated good time is, in-

deed, passing. But is it worth brcak-
ing one's heart over'.' There were

real all-night parties in the Roaring
Forties in the old days, parties that
were good because of the gang and
the wit and the friendliness. Well,
we think these parties still exist.¦
and always will exist. It is the other
type of gathering that has gone the
way of alcohol.or, when still at-
tempted, yields mournfulness as its
shining attribute. The picked-up
crew of business friends or clients or

college brothers or anybodies could
be stimulated into a semblance of ox-

citement and fraternity a year ago.
Now a party is only a party.the
sum of its parts and nothing more.
There have been and there will be
sad, sad occasions, dinners, suppers,
what not, until the lesson is learned.
Jt is astonishing how certain friends
seem to have lost their charm and
pep under the new regime!
So much we submit as a prohibi¬

tion gain, let Broadway grieve as it
may. More sleep and fewer parties
rendered endurable only by their
high alcoholic content will not make
a metropolis genuineiy duller or kill
even half of ono per cent of joy out
of anybody's life.

Burglar Hunting
ln this open season for second-

story men «r?d sneak-thieves almost
anybody tt Hable to be faced any
dark night with the problem of
burglar-hunting in one's own home.
What is the etiquette of the occa-
sion? Suppose one has a gun avail¬
able. Suppose one hasn't. Do duty
and self-respect require one to put
on slippers and dressing-gown and
take one's chance at the uneven
duel?

If the burglar enters one's room or

attaeks, we assume that the question
i. answered. But in th« ordlnary
case the burglar is very glad to'stay
as far away as possible, provided you
will let him. Should ono Tespect
this preference or not? The answer
involves some fine notions of mascu-
line honor; apparently a numfcer of
wives (by their attitude) and hus-
bands (by their response) assume
that anybody worth his salt will take
hig life in his hands and go below.
,H ia «&&cU# tiw Wfte of the old-

fashioned duel over again for these
ftensitive souls. Howcver unskilled
at flrearma or however unequal the
combat, a householder must attack a

burglar.
To which we submit the plea that

there is no question of real bravery
at stake but that there isa very large
item of common sense. Burglardom
knows no code of honor. The thicf
has no notion of an equal light or a

fair light. He knows he has all the
advantage on hia side, and he does
his best to keep it. The father of a

family who, even armed, starts a

fight with a burglar is doing some-

thing much more like jumping 01T tho
Brooklyn Bridge than rescuing his
family. Both acts take courage of a

kind; but the. former is certainly not
a nohle or sensible piece of bravery.
That is the crux of the matter.
Fighting a burglar is bravery to the
point of foolish recklessness in most
cases. Why should anybody indulge
in it? Why not save such courage
as we possess for the wearing of old
clothes and other similar acts of
heroism of real benefit to the uni-
verse?

The Militarhl
A Dcfirtition Bascd Upon tJic O/S.scr-

vations of a Carccr
To ihr> Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Sinco the people began to de-
mand Lponard Wood for President the
principal and most efTective argument
of hia opponents has been to call him a

"militarist." Aa noneof the newspapers
that condomii him with that epithet
have, defined their uso of the word, I
have been intcrested in deducing their
definltion of a militarist from General
Wood's record. If Leonard Wood is a

militarist, the definition that follows Is
correct:
"A militarist is a patriot who devotes

his ability to ttie sorvieo of hia country
and uses every opportunity to advance
human weifare. Ile never sends a sol-
dier where ho will not po himself, and
he shares all the hardships of his men.
If a dangerous territory must be made
safe for democracy, he does his part, at
whatever risk of life nnd health may
bp necessary, at, whntcvpr cost to him¬
self of sufiVring nnd privation. If a

plague-stricken, poverty-stricken, down-
trodden, ignorant people necd salvation,
he devotes himself and all that he is
and has to giving them sanitation, edu-
cation, order, agricultural and indus-
trial development, splf-governmont. If
his nation has on hand a particularly
diflirult and dangprous- task of pacify-1
ing savage peoples and wild tribps, he
offers himself, and by courage, resource-
fulness, tact, patience and the winning
power of a singularly humane person-
ality, be gaina their friendship and
givea peace and prosperity to regions
that liad never known the meaning of
those words. When danger threatens
his country and civilization he prepures
and urges prcparedness. When the war,
which he has done his utmost to win, is
over, he set3 himself to making peace.
If a raco riot or mob violence breaks
out. in a region for which he ia respon-
siblc, he accepta his duty at whatever
risk of unpopulainty, and prevents
bloodshed and restorea order without the
firing of a gun or the loss of a life.
When he is asked to speak or write he
nevpr refers to what he has done. Every
word that he speaks or writea is about
what we should do for tho safety and
weifare of our country. He appeals for
greater attention to education, for bet-
ter pay for teachers, for special care
and kindness for immigrants, for friend¬
ship between employers and thp. em-

ployed, He recommends univcrsal mili¬
tary training, so that the duty and
privilege of safeguarding our country
should not be monopolized by a pro-
fessional militarized class, but be made
the saered trust of a true democracy;
and so that, in an emergency, our best
and bravest shall not be needlessly
sacrificed, while those who might have
stood by them and helped them are

being orgauized and tralned. Ile be-
lieves that wo should mako peace and
friendship with our own people and
with nll the world, and that we should
avprt wnr by every honorable means.
He does not believe that we can avert
either diseasa or war by refusing to
admit its possibility."
MARGARET COOPER M'GIFFERT.
Duluth, Minn., May 6, 1920.

Putting Ideas Into a Platform
(From The Evening Mail)

The N'ew York Tribune's poll of the
wishes of its readers in the form of a

composite Republican platform, each
plahk of which is judged to be the best
of a number submitted, has bopii justi-
fied not only by the interest aroused
but by the terse docoment which has
resulted.
Tho wide discussion created by The

Tribune's enterprise has undoubteitly
helped to clarify Republican aentiment
and to concentrate the thoughta of Re-
publicana everywhere upon the declara-
tions to be made at Chicago.

It is best to have this discussion be¬
fore the convention meets and to be
able to lay beforo the resolutions com-
mittee these results of an effort to re-
veal the opiniona of the rank and tile
of the party.
The time has come when party plat-

forms must be made to stand upon
not merely to "get in on," as -n olden
days. Tie country is looking for a po-
litical Tfejrty that hus something to say
and tbftft means what it says.

Such a platform as The Tribune has
evolved is a close approach to that de-
mand. It is a work well done and of
great value to the Chicago convention.

A Sudden Friendship
Frtwn The Itttwaukee Scntinel)

Many thtngs ^ave happened since
1916, not the least remtrkable of which
is tho ehanjro of viewpoint of Hiram
Johnson concerning some California
millionaires and the erjuallv startling
ehange of opinion of these millionaires
concerning Hiram.

A Job for Hoover
(From Th* Boston ff»rn/<n

What Maxico needs most is u. feud
I controlUr. ».

The Conning Tower
CHANSON TRISTE
(From thr Proveneal)

He does not weep for her Death
called away

Or her that left him other loves
to seek;

Only for one he mourns by night
and day.

The lass he lost because he dared
not speak.

[SOSCELES.

.iust as wo wero inclining to the
opinion thnt the Prentdent should be
elected by popular vote, seven lettera
arrived telling us that Misa (Jcld didn't
writo "Tho Purple Cow," hut. that, Gclott
Burgess did. Ono contrib, A. A. H. T.,
says it waa Gillette Bcrgess; and "Did
not Olivcr Ilerford," asks William If.
Ford, "writo thoso lines livc or tcn years

jago?" And now we aro for an absolute
monarchy.

Do You Know Her "l'd Rather Have
Fingers Than Toea"?

Sir: Miss Anna Geld's versc "I never

saw o purple cow" ia a dolightful little
product, but to my mind her little poem
beginning "My bed is like a little hoat"
is better. For boys. however, T should
recommend her thrilling adventure
story, "Trcasure Tsland," one of the
best things she ever has written.

F. II. HODGSON.

We are all for the 26-cent ahave. In
fact, if shaves went up to $10 most of
us would have so much money we

shoulrln't need to work at all.

The Western Front
Sir: Your contrib must be miataken

about the rarity of service buttons
among motion picturo stars. I saw a

movie of Charles Ray marching away
to war, and ono of Rryant JVashburn in
an officer's uniform. Yes, and one of
Charlie Chaplin in the trenches. Surely
there must be somo sort of memorial
of the Battle of Los Angeles.

J. H. S.

Before somebody assails us for un-

fairness, we beg to cite Capt. Robert
Warwick, Inf., who earned his commish
at Plattaburg and" than the sight of
whom at .the Y. M, C. A. cafeteria at
Chaumont there was none nobler.

Her fraternity pin carricd the inscrip-
lion Finnia Covenatopus. Philadelphia
Pubiic Ledger.
And on the reverae side probably

Hokopus Ilick Laborest.

Kpring.on the Staten Island F'erryboat
Burned flolds flavor the fog thnt. slidea
Down from the yawning countrysides,
Over the bay where tho Bteamers swing
With vhortened cable and anxious ring.

A whistle blasts the dark. The !ong-
Limbed engine* cease to tread. Ihe song
Of swirling water Bways my brain

l.ate.for supper.again.
Ploobi

In "Reapect for Riches," the amount
that worries the lady is £1,000. At the
present rate of exchange, not to say the
present purehasing price of the dollar,
that is not an amount to stagger an
American audience. It should be at
least £10,000.

Suggesting, among other reviaions:
A chieftain to the Highlanda bound,

Crics, "Boatman, do not tarry!
And I'll give thee £25 Gs.
To row us o'er the ferry."

The Diary ol Our Own Samuel Pepys
May 11.Up by timea, to say goodby

to my wife, who liath gone to Lake
George in a petrol-waggon, and so early
to the offlce and at my atint, and look¬
ing for my income tax receipt of 1917,
forasmuch as the Treasury tells me
overpayed my tax by $111, and J may
get it back. which is good news. But 1
could not find it, albeit my desk is in
order and very neat. For a ride alone
in my petrol-waggon, but it came on to
rain, so to dinner with Mistress Neysa
and to the theater with her to see
"Respect for Richea," an inconsequential
piece, and without any truth at all, me-
thought. So home, and read in "The In-
discretions of the Naval Censor," but
ffcll asloep aftor four pages.
12.To the offlce, where all day, and

with II. Harrison to dinner, and thence
to the theater and saw Miss l.ola Fisher
in "All Souls* Eve."

"But, on the other hand," counters
E. P. B., "take it from one who has been
married twenty years, if it is the ghoul-
ish face across the egg atained table-
cloth that wipea the dow off the rose,
papa can have his breakfast in bed, as
I do."

Even so careful orthographers &.i
Heywood Broun and Bert Leston Taylor
refer to her as Fanny Hurat.

"Whom do you take that distinguished
looking man to be?" asks a speaker. He
Hhould say. "Who do you take that distin¬
guished looking man to be?" sin,-e in this
case "who" is in the nominativc case. after
the verb "to be." It ia "in apposition/' as
the gramrnarians put it, to the noun "gen-
tleman." -Charles N. I.urie, for the Wheeler
Syndicate.
He ahouldn't say anything of the kind.

He should say "Whom," for it is in the
objeetive case, in apposition, as the ball-
players say, to "man."

A subtle critic of muaic is the society
editor of the Wilmington, N. fj., Star,
who says "Miaaea Mary Nixon Dardu
and Adelaide Worth left Saturday for
Atlanta to attend the week of grand
opera in that city. They will also
hear Geraldine Farrar in 'MadamJBut-
terfly.' "

SECONDED AND PASSED
Sfr: Nominated for the oldest and simplest

of the Simple Imperatives, that eminent
jurist who thinks new laws (rather than a
better enforeement of what wo have) will
etop the "Automobile Evil," Judg» Nott

Added members to the Douglas Ten-
dran True Club: Violet Bya Mossy and
Ira Member.

And, of course, Stella Baer and Hes-
t«r Dye.

F. P. A.

AND WE THOUGHT HIRAM DIDNT BELIEVE IN ENTANG1 INC
ALLIANCES

XMJpyngat, tfXO, N«w Tork Trlburi» Tlxj.

v y \JfliTuiJII li

Conscience vs. Contagion
An Official Statement of the Christian Science View
and the Opinions of a Number of Our Readers

io tne r.ditor o! ihe I ribune.
Sir: In the letters called out by the

Walker trial in Newark, \. J., which
have appeared in recent issues of The
Tribune, it aeema to have been al¬
most entirely overlooked that, Christian
Scicnce has been proved beyond the
possihility of refutation to be a very
officacious remedy for all forms of dis¬
ease, including those regarded us con-
tagious or infectioua. Tiie great ma-

jority of adherenta of this religion have
been healed through its ministrationa,
many of them after vain attempta with
medicine. Even medical doctors them-
aelvea acknowledge that Christian'j
Science heala the aick. In a recent is¬
sue of '-Tho New York Medical Jour¬
nal" Dr. Woodbury, a lieutenant colo¬
nel of the .Medical Corps of the United
States Army, atated: "Every day we
hear people remark that they have
been given up by several physiciana
and finally went to a practitioner not
of the regular medical school and were,
cured. formerly thought that it was
a case of exaggeration or of self-delu-
sion, but ! feel that we cannot dismiaa
these teatimonies with a learned bro-
mide. The resulta of irregular prac¬
tice are all around us. Ten Christian
Science churches in New York City
nlono cannot be blown away with a

laugh. We have to admit that these
sects and cults possesa a knowlodge
of healing which v/e do not recognize."
To judge fairly of tho Newark case

it must be remembered that a Chria-
tian Science parent has the best of
reasons for the faith that ia in him.
Mr. Walker had tried and proved to
his great satiafaction tho practieability
of Christian Science treatment for
healing the aick to the extent that he
had come to rely wholly upon spiritual
means, and it seemed altogether natural
that he should desire for his child that
which he had found most eiflcacioua for
himself, since surely he was more
solicitoua for hia child's welfare than
any other person except the mother,'
who in this case was quite in accord
with tho method of treatment adopted.

Christian Scientists are notably care-
ful in cases of diaeases regarded aa

contagious, and Mrs. Eddy emphatically
enjoined her followera to render ready
obedience to the law. Far from being
a menace to pubiic health, Christian
Science has healed the sick in nearly
every community in our land. More-
over, there is yet to be proved an in-
atance where a contagious disease haa
become epidemic because of the neg-'
ligence of a Christian Scientist.
No right thinking persons would con-

tend that free exercise of conscience
in religious beliefs should go to the
extent of conatitutlng a menace to the
community. That Christiat Science
has so become would be quite impos-
sible of demonstration. On the con-
trary, this religion haa con.e to be re¬
garded by many peraona outside its
immediate adherenta as not only a
great remedial agency but as a most
potent preventive of disease.

ALBERT F. GILMORE,
Christian Science Committee on Pub-

licationa.
New York, May 12, 1920.

An Affirmalive Duty
To the Editor of The Tribune."

Sir: The letter of Edna L. Duff in
your issue o- May 8, protesting the
conviction Tor manslaugditer of a man
vhose child died of diphtheria because
of hia failure to provide medical at-
tendance as a result of hia faith in
< hristitan Science. is forceful and in-
tercsting. But unless the author of
thi.s letter ia a confirmed apologist for
conscientloud objectora. she must un-
derstand that when people permit their

own faith, -whatever it may be. to bp
a cause of injury to another they do
so at their own risk, and they cannot
be permitted to plead their faith, or
there could be no convictions for
crime. From time to time God has ap-
pointed and directed men to do very
strango and curious things, if the men
themselves are to be believed. But if
the community were to permit them to
plead such divine directions as a de-
fense for injury to third persons or

for an omission of an alfirniative duty
to be performed according to stand-
ards established by society in tho in¬
terests of its own preservation, main-
tenance of conformity to the moral
sense of the community would be im-
possible. Society places an affirmative
duty upon a father to protoct his child,
and unless he is forced to afford that
protection according to the usual and
customary standards and by the usual
and customary means the imposition
of this duty upon him" is useless and
of no effect. because he can always
say that he simply acted according to
his own wisdom and his own faith.

MURRAY T. QUIGG.
New York, May 11, 1920.

Homeopathy W as Boycotted
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The conriction of a Christian
Scientist in New Jersey for the "man¬
slaughter" of his child recalls a some-
what similar case in Ohio nearly
eighty years ago, when a parent wa»
charged, but discharged, for a like of-
fense. Only in that case he hkd #m-
ployed a homeopathic inetead «£ a

regular, or "old school," pbyslcljfc, /n
those days homeopathy w*s boycotted
even worse than Cnristievn S^jenci U
now. I rememb<JV the social and fauiy
persecution of my father for resort'.r.g
to it, particulariy when he lost a ehP.d
from scarlet fcrer. His defense wus
that, he had already lost one undot
"old school" treatment and that r.t
thought it was wise to try the "new,"

E. G. HOLDE.W
Tryon, X. C, May 9, 1920.

The Case of a Child
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Mrs. Duff's letter in The Trib¬
une of May 8 relative to the conviotion
of the New Jersey father who "Let
Girl Die Under Christian Science"
creates in my mind questiona which I
wish some one might answer for me.
[ confesa to a prejudice in favor of
medical science, which, I believe, has
conferred incalculable benefits on the
human race, but. a mind cannot well
form just opinions upon a subjcet
about which it is not well informed,
and I wish you would allow me to aeek
enlightenment through your esteemed
columns.
The Kinderhook lady calls attention

to the fact that many people die under
medical treatment and "no hue and
cry is raised," and defends the father,
who held "absolute faith in Christian
Science as a curative for ills," for hav-
ing followed the "dictates of his own
conscience." But it is the practi.ce of
the medical profession to adminlster
their cures to and through the patient
himself. I think there would be con-
Biderable hue and cry raised if a medi¬
cal doctor were to adminlster an anti-
toxir needed by a child to the child's
parent.

Is it, then, a tenet of Christian
Science that the apirltual certitude of
|one individual can be relied npon to
effect a cure for the d'oatsei state of
another, without regard to a profession
of the first person'3 belief by the sec-

|ond peraon? If not, how wa» the relig-
iou? belief of the father or of the

healer Cdoea the servire a.*" healer
comprlse exercising religious convic-
tion for another pei")onT) t« be o:'
.urative valuo to the a:;,i<l? Or d;u
Dorothy Walker haraab* avprjaa a be¬
lief in the efficacy of C.hriitian Science
and a preferer.ee for :*.«. *.re*":tea*T
She was only nire yeara Ud, rather

young to have formed rel . ui opin-
ions. But if this was tbe :ase, then,
I should think, she waa too young for
medical attention giv-en her to have
any signiticance in her own spiritual

.state, and her death constltutes m«r-

tyrdom :o hir father'a c -alence
fgranting tnat medic : have
saved her). How does Christian
Science, of which. the creed mua; em-

body the fundamental prtfiftlplei of
altruism contained in. h religion
taught by Chris't, defend this?

EULEX HAiBflOUCL
Klngston, &. Y, May D, !

Nitrate P*-i.:es
To the Editor of The Trib;ne.

Sir: The OAileaa Socbty for the
Propagatto?: o£ ^.ratfc, %£ which I an
tha r-eprMentatlve, ln the United
States, inatJricts n» to p.B.tolv cor-

rect an enor Lttrfb i ed U Senator
Xorris, of NebrDika.

In Was.ilDguni yt/vrs, dated Va.'ch 1"
iast, the Bena'.o* Is tjuoieo <sa i:atinf
that "tho pj-ice c: n rnte ot eoan '¦

fixed ln London Dj ... Uia 31*2100) or.

which two reiire«e' tatt^ea >t th«
, Chilean goverrnneni teve «t»<u&.''
j The price of u<ua*e »f »«da Ss tixii
in Valymraiae by the bo"ird of d'.»eetor«
of the n:«rat« eaaoeiatlon, on *n!ch
four rep/esentatives ef -toi Chiles^
government eerv*.
Tho damand for r.l'.rete <of »o« *'

t2t« Unitad Bt»t«5. *>M1» con«»ntly
.tigmrotlng, U abocu ara-tS:rd less
than the derrutnd !n dtarope, ^:e tha'.
much thtj largui p^ *c*;bS«:S ttVe ffl&de
by agents <n LoBdoil »f rVnlil'n and
Continental buy.'ra. IV' o**« oid f<>r
as wtich »* i,0t'O,Ov'0 JcaS «.r i time
for <5e!I*ary ft3Wibii.e« ovw a /ear
Xevertheless, thg So.YrV *B6 pvV.«ry of
the association a.»e >*> rt';ogr.!ze snri
protect Amaricaa lntorests ». a

.eparate entity,
I may ~ae$ Ihat tbe >/!T«pnt pr:«

«f nitrate »f #x«i m tha United BtaUw
<s lest thaii Ihe p>lcj te iEuropo, *nd
that it ts ?wl«4Jvely i/wsr .r ifia Jnited
jStates &?a >«fope the *-£/> wnsloering
t'rie fcvrfitT eost of p.-ocjc:1..".! .*¦» «*b
douhl»>, iue to the pr.-a'lE." hia*»
labor "#Bjfo, cost 0f rs.M oa^-. 4-.c, and
the h'£r.e. rates ei fre!£;' ^. abou*.
throe for woe.
Fav y,ony purposea nltriita oi1 soda

has bv e.flcient substttoto, htii fu* tnP
purpoies that other lons.n./a'ttes car

be us->d it is below * p^nty t.i pHce
even when the modeAtb *rpo;t dcty
which is paid to the (..Ti^in govern¬
ment upon all nitrate of ao^a x<portod
is added to it.

WILLIAM S. MYERS.
Xew York, May 6, 1920.

Beecher Addenda
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: May I make a few add'.Hons and
correctior.s to the interesting letter'of
E. B. Hobby on the Beechct family w

this mornlng'a Tribune f
Lyman Beecher Lad eight bobJ, sevec

of whom llved to matarity and be-came
ministers oi tho Gospel. Frederick died
ln infaney. The others were WilUa»
Henry, born 1802, died 188J; Edward,
jborn 1803, died 1896; George, born l?09'
killed by accidental diacharge of a gW»
1843; Henry Ward. born 181". died IS^".
Charles, born 1815, died 1900; Thoma*
Kcnnk-ut. born 1824, died 1000, a^
J*mes Chaplin, born 1828, died 1*96.
It was Jamea C, noa George, wbo H*«*
for some yeara in the Adirondaclca, W*
in the early 80«» had charge of the BetW
of Plymouth Chorch, in Brof>klvo.

W. H. KF.NT.
Brooklyn, May 11, 1920.


